PATIENT GRISELDA

IT IS a long time ago, that, amongst the mar-
quises of Saluzzo, the principal or head of
the family was a youth, called Gualtieri, who,

as he was a bachelor, spent his whole time in
hawking and huntingj without any thought of
ever being encumbered with a wife and children;
In which respect, no doubt, he was very wise.
But this being disagreeable to his subjects* they
often pressed him to marry, to the end he might
neither die without an heir, nor they be left
without a lord; offering themselves to provide
such a lady for him, and of such a family, that
they should have great hopes from her, and he
reason enough to be satisfied. "Worthy friends,*5
he replied, "you urge me to do a thing which
I was fully resolved against, considering what
a difficult matter It Is to find a person of a suit-
able temper, with the great abundance every-
where of such as are otherwise, and how miser-
able also the man's life must be who Is tied to
a disagreeable woman. As to your getting at a
woman's temper from her family, and so choos-
ing one to please me, that seems quite a ridicn-
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